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Written by Robert Putnam 

Reviewed by Art Stellar 

 

 

Art Stellar, PhD 

Vice President, 

National Education Foundation 

McLean, VA 

 

Some authors are good at telling stories. Some 

provide solid content adding to the knowledge 

base. A few enable their readers to draw 

meaningful conclusions from their work. This 

author, Robert Putnam, does all three in a 

highly readable book that brings into focus the 

impact of economic inequality and related 

national trends, much like his seminal work 

Bowling Alone. 

 

Our Kids is a great book for educators 

who observe these trends every day as it will 

enable them to understand what is happening 

and why it is occurring. Sociologists and others 

interested in public policy will find meaning in 

the demographic movements, especially related 

to socioeconomic implications.  Local, state, 

and Federal educational policy makers and 

lawmakers should read this book to gain an 

appreciation for the complexity of the widening 

of class inequity as it influences individuals, 

families, and communities. 

 

Putnam reveals a country divided by a 

society that is becoming increasingly two tiered 

without a significant or viable middle class. The 

number of families in poverty, per traditional 

definitions, is steadily getting larger. Ironically, 

the number of families considered to be well-

off is also slowly expanding. The gap between 

these upper-class families and the truly 

economic elites is widening. The gap between 

the poor and the really wealthy has never been 

greater, according to the numerous statistics 

presented throughout this book.  Some analysts 

consider race and ethnic background to be the 

drivers of this trend. This author acknowledges 

the correlation of race and ethnic background 

with one’s future socioeconomic status, 

although he views the primary causal factor for 

success as family income. Achieving the 

American Dream of improving one’s status in 

life has become nearly out-of-reach for those 

living in poverty. 

 

Historically in the United States, 

education and hard work were viewed as the 

roads to a better life. Working harder is still an 

overall key, except the lower one starts on the 

economic ladder, the more difficult it is to reach 

the middle rungs, let alone the top. There are 

only so many hours in a day and menial labor 

jobs are fewer and fewer with income often 

only covering expenses. Hard work was and is 

more of a factor for those in the shrinking 

middle class or in the upper financial levels 

than those in the lower income levels. 

 

From the days of Horace Mann, and 

perhaps earlier, education has been the 

recognized best path for realizing the American 
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Dream. Possessing a high school diploma has 

become a minimum requirement for most jobs. 

A college degree has been the real ticket to 

success, although that that is less true today 

than decades past. Nevertheless, education 

remains a viable means for reaching success in 

this country. 

 

Completing high school is more of a 

struggle for the poor, as dropout figures show. 

Being accepted into a college program, paying 

for college, and graduating is more of a burden 

for many families of limited means.  Thus, 

education, while still a launching pad, is less 

accessible for those in poverty. The poor must 

deal with multiple distractors to getting a good 

education.  

 

And it is not just money; it is also the 

lack of support systems that encourage 

educational advancement. While money can 

buy tutors, pay for tuition, etc., there have also 

been friends, family and community norms that 

were prevalent in the past that have helped 

students overcome barriers. The author shows 

in individual case studies and from scholarly 

research that such support systems for the 

promotion of education are eroding across the 

country, especially for those living in poverty. 

 

The author begins with his own high 

school graduating class in Port Clinton,  

Ohio—a rather typical small Midwest town. He 

documents the transition of a place where when 

he was growing up economic class did not 

permanently determine an individual’s 

projected path in life.  

 

Community residents were mindful of 

the needs of others and everyone monitored the 

children. Parents expected their offspring to 

have better lives than they experienced. These 

attributes did not dominate Port Clinton as he 

returned as a scholar/author. 

 

He found that the gap between those 

with money and those just getting by had 

widened with less contact between these two 

segments of society in what was still a small 

town. Families had become more fragile. 

Community spirit had dissipated. Besides 

reviewing the overall picture of Port Clinton, he 

sought answers by intense examination of a few 

individual students representing different layers 

of the community.  

 

This approach is what makes his book 

come alive to the reader. He is an exceptional 

writer who describes his subjects in a way 

which relates their human struggles and 

captures the attention of the reader who wants 

to know what happens next. 

 

Sprinkled throughout the text are quotes, 

statistics and graphics demonstrating that the 

various trends in Port Clinton parallel the rest of 

the country. However, to ensure that Port 

Clinton is not an anomaly, he invokes his 

research and writing style practices in several 

other places across the United States—Bend, 

Oregon; Atlanta, Georgia; Orange County, 

California; and two economic divergent 

communities in the Philadelphia area.  

 

Starting with Port Clinton, his focus was 

on Families, then in order: Parenting, 

Schooling, and Community in the order of the 

communities. 

 

Putnam has done an excellent job of 

providing solid content and captivating personal 

accounts to construct a view that as income 

gaps have grown, more and more children have 

less opportunity for achieving the American 

Dream.  

 

Unlike many others with a political 

agenda, he does not suggest that the wealthy are 

villains striving to keep the masses at bay. 
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Instead he suggests that all people have 

similar pragmatic concerns about helping their 

own. What is missing is the cultural glue and 

support mechanisms that assist everyone 

regardless of class. 

 

The author, in describing his own ascent 

from a modest background, credits hard work 

and education as influencing factors. He admits 

that his own personal view, before this research 

project, was: “If I and my classmates could 

climb the ladder, I assumed, so could kids from 

modest backgrounds today. Having finished this 

research, I know better.” (p. 230) In the opinion 

of this reviewer, that’s the feeling he is trying to 

stir among the readers of this book. 

Chapter six has the vexing title “What Is 

to Be Done?”. There is a plethora of programs 

offered about what could be done.  Some have 

results. Some have promise. What is missing is 

an over-arching framework or alignment that 

connects the dots between the problems, 

outlined so well in the first five chapters, with 

researched solutions.   

The last page reminds us of the 

individualist tradition in America contrasted 

with the also popular and more generous 

communitarian tradition in this country. The 

author’s last words are these: “…America’s 

poor kids do belong to us and we to them. They 

are our kids.” (p. 261) 

This last statement and the entire book 

will resonate with superintendents and 

educators everywhere, as well as parents and 

school board members. It would make a great 

gift for motivating group discussions, especially 

if the conversations centered upon the question 

of “What Is To Be Done?”

 

 

Reviewer Biography 

 

Art Stellar is vice-president of the National Education Foundation and CyberLearning. He is also a 

consultant with Cenergistic the leading energy conservation company helping schools save energy 
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Jones Humanitarian Award “for promoting diversity and reducing equity gaps and “Leadership for 
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Mission and Scope, Copyright, Privacy, Ethics, Upcoming Themes, Author Guidelines, 

Submissions, Publication Rates & Publication Timeline 

The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice is a refereed, blind-reviewed, quarterly journal with a 

focus on research and evidence-based practice that advance the profession of education administration.  

 

 

Mission and Scope 
The mission of the Journal is to provide peer-reviewed, user-friendly, and methodologically sound 

research that practicing school and district administrations can use to take action and that higher 

education faculty can use to prepare future school and district administrators. The Journal publishes 

accepted manuscripts in the following categories: (1) Evidence-based Practice, (2) Original Research, 

(3) Research-informed Commentary, and (4) Book Reviews.  

 

The scope for submissions focus on the intersection of five factors of school and district administration: 

(a) administrators, (b) teachers, (c) students, (d) subject matter, and (e) settings. The Journal encourages 

submissions that focus on the intersection of factors a-e. The Journal discourages submissions that 

focus only on personal reflections and opinions.  

 

Copyright 
Articles published by AASA, The School Superintendents Association (AASA) in the AASA Journal of 

Scholarship and Practice fall under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-NoDerivs 3.0 

license policy (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/). Please refer to the policy for rules 

about republishing, distribution, etc. In most cases our readers can copy, post, and distribute articles 

that appear in the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice, but the works must be attributed to the 

author(s) and the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice. Works can only be distributed for non-

commercial/non-monetary purposes. Alteration to the appearance or content of any articles used is not 

allowed. Readers who are unsure whether their intended uses might violate the policy should get 

permission from the author or the editor of the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice.  

 

Authors please note: By submitting a manuscript the author/s acknowledge that the submitted 

manuscript is not under review by any other publisher or society, and the manuscript represents original 

work completed by the authors and not previously published as per professional ethics based on APA 

guidelines, most recent edition. By submitting a manuscript, authors agree to transfer without charge 

the following rights to AASA, its publications, and especially the AASA Journal of Scholarship and 

Practice upon acceptance of the manuscript. The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice is indexed 

by several services and is also a member of the Directory of Open Access Journals. This means there is 

worldwide access to all content. Authors must agree to first worldwide serial publication rights and the 

right for the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice and AASA to grant permissions for use of 

works as the editors judge appropriate for the redistribution, repackaging, and/or marketing of all works 

and any metadata associated with the works in professional indexing and reference services. Any 

revenues received by AASA and the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice from redistribution are 

used to support the continued marketing, publication, and distribution of articles.  
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Privacy  
The names and e-mail addresses entered in this journal site will be used exclusively for the stated 

purposes of this journal and will not be made available for any other purpose or to any other party. 

Please note that the journal is available, via the Internet at no cost, to audiences around the world. 

Authors’ names and e-mail addresses are posted for each article. Authors who agree to have their 

manuscripts published in the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice agree to have their names and 

e-mail addresses posted on their articles for public viewing.  

 

Ethics  
The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice uses a double-blind peer-review process to maintain 

scientific integrity of its published materials. Peer-reviewed articles are one hallmark of the scientific 

method and the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice believes in the importance of maintaining 

the integrity of the scientific process in order to bring high quality literature to the education leadership 

community. We expect our authors to follow the same ethical guidelines. We refer readers to the latest 

edition of the APA Style Guide to review the ethical expectations for publication in a scholarly journal. 

 

Upcoming Themes and Topics of Interest 

Below are themes and areas of interest for publication cycles. 

1. Governance, Funding, and Control of Public Education  

2. Federal Education Policy and the Future of Public Education 

3. Federal, State, and Local Governmental Relationships 

4. Teacher Quality (e.g., hiring, assessment, evaluation, development, and compensation  

 of teachers) 

5. School Administrator Quality (e.g., hiring, preparation, assessment, evaluation,  

 development, and compensation of  principals and other school administrators) 

6. Data and Information Systems (for both summative and formative evaluative purposes) 

7. Charter Schools and Other Alternatives to Public Schools 

8. Turning Around Low-Performing Schools and Districts  

9. Large scale assessment policy and programs 

10. Curriculum and instruction 

11. School reform policies 

12. Financial Issues 

 

Submissions 

Length of manuscripts should be as follows: Research and evidence-based practice articles between 

2,800 and 4,800 words; commentaries between 1,600 and 3,800 words; book and media reviews 

between 400 and 800 words. Articles, commentaries, book and media reviews, citations and references 

are to follow the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, latest edition. 

Permission to use previously copyrighted materials is the responsibility of the author, not the AASA 

Journal of Scholarship and Practice. 

 

Potential contributors should include in a cover sheet that contains (a) the title of the article, (b) 

contributor’s name, (c) terminal degree, (d) academic rank, (e) department and affiliation (for inclusion 

on the title page and in the author note), (f) address, (g) telephone and fax numbers, and  (h) e-mail 

address.  Authors must also provide a 120-word abstract that conforms to APA style, six to eight key 
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words that reflect the essence of the submission and a 40-word biographical sketch. The contributor 

must indicate whether the submission is to be considered original research, evidence-based practice 

article, commentary, or book or media review. The type of submission must be indicated on the cover 

sheet in order to be considered. Articles are to be submitted to the editor by e-mail as an electronic 

attachment in Microsoft Word. 

 

Acceptance Rates 
The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice maintains of record of acceptance rates for each of the 

quarterly issues published annually. The percentage of acceptance rates since 2010 is as follows: 

  2011: 16% 

2012: 22% 

2013: 15% 

2014: 20% 

2015: 22% 

2016: 19% 

 

Book Review Guidelines 

Book review guidelines should adhere to the author guidelines as found above. The format of the book 

review is to include the following: 

 Full title of book 

 Author 

 City, state: publisher, year; page; price 

 Name and affiliation of reviewer 

 Contact information for reviewer: address, country, zip or postal code, e-mail address, 
telephone and fax 

 Date of submission 

 

Publication Timeline  

 

Issue Deadline to Submit 

Articles 

Notification to Authors 

of Editorial Review Board 

Decisions 

To AASA for 

Formatting 

and Editing 

Issue Available 

on 

AASA website 

Spring October 1 January 1 February 15 April 1  

Summer February 1 April 1 May 15 July1  

Fall May 1 July 1 August 15 October 1  

Winter August 1 October 1 November 15 January 15 

 

 

Additional Information  

Contributors will be notified of editorial board decisions within eight weeks of receipt of papers at the 

editorial office. Articles to be returned must be accompanied by a postage-paid, self-addressed 

envelope. 



39 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vol. 14, No. 2 Summer 2017                                                   AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice 

 
 

 

The AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice reserves the right to make minor editorial changes 

without seeking approval from contributors. 

 

Materials published in the AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice do not constitute endorsement of 

the content or conclusions presented. 

 

The Journal is listed in Cabell’s Directory of Publishing Opportunities. Articles are also archived in the 

ERIC collection.  The Journal is available on the Internet and considered an open access document. 

 

 

Editor 
 

Kenneth Mitchell, EdD 

AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice 

Submit articles electronically: kenneth.mitchell@mville.edu 

 

To contact by postal mail: 

Dr. Ken Mitchell 

Associate Professor 

School of Education 

Manhattanville College 

2900 Purchase Street 

Purchase, NY 10577 
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AASA Resources 

 

 

 

 Learn about AASA’s books program where new titles and special discounts are 

available to AASA members. The AASA publications catalog may be downloaded at 

www.aasa.org/books.aspx. 

 

 Join AASA and discover a number of resources reserved exclusively for members. Visit 

www.aasa.org/Join.aspx. Questions? Contact C.J. Reid at creid@aasa.org. 

 

 Upcoming AASA Events 
 

AASA Legislative Advocacy Conference, July 10-12, 2017, Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill, 

Washington, DC 

 

Women Leading Education Across Continents 6
th

 International Conference, July 22-26, 

2017, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 

AASA/ACSA Women in School Leadership Forum, Sept. 28-29, 2017. Newport Beach, 

Calif. 

 

Early Childhood Learning Summit, Oct. 23-24, InterContinental Hotel, Miami, Fla. 

AASA National Conference on Education, Feb. 15-17, 2018, Nashville, Tenn.  
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