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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY
CONFERENCE
JULY 8–10, 2019 | Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill | Washington, DC

MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS HEARD
AASA and ASBO International are pleased to host the 2019 Legislative Advocacy Conference, your
chance to interact with key policymakers and advance a policy agenda that strengthens public education.
Opportunities include panel discussions with key Hill and advocacy colleagues, a legislative breakfast
featuring elected officials, the latest information on how to work with the current administration, and
time for you to meet with your representatives.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
www.aasa.org/legconf.aspx

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MONDAY, JULY 8
8am – 5pm

Registration Open

Regency Foyer

12:30 – 5:30pm

Opening Session

Regency BCD

Opening Remarks
Daniel A. Domenech, Executive Director, AASA
David J. Lewis, Executive Director, ASBO International
Deb Kerr, President, AASA

12:45 – 1:15pm

Loving Public Education
Reverend Leslie Watson Wilson, National Director and Trainer, African American Religious Affairs

In our opening session, our featured speaker walks through the importance of high-quality public
education and why our work to oppose efforts to undermine public education via vouchers
remain critical and relevant.

1:15 – 2:15pm

Higher Education Reauthorization: Title II and Teacher Preparation
MODERATOR: Chris Gaines, Immediate Past President, AASA
Deborah Koolbeck, Director, Government Relations, American Association of Colleges for
Teacher Education
Stephen Kostyo, Policy Advisor, Learning Policy Institute

It’s prime time to reauthorize the Higher Education Act (HEA), with the House and Senate both
working on proposals to update the bill. This panel will discuss the latest updates on where the
process stands, the likelihood for completion, and specifics on how the bill could address teacher
shortages and improve the current state of teacher preparation. This conversation will focus on
the latest details with the bill and related research on recruiting and retaining teachers.

2:30 – 3:30pm

School Finance Myths and Realities
Dr. Bruce Baker, Professor, Rutgers University Graduate School of Education

In this presentation, Dr. Baker will address the state of state school finance systems and how
states stack up on indicators of school funding effort, adequacy, and progressiveness. Dr. Baker
will take a deep dive into his recent national school funding report, “The Adequacy and Fairness
of State School Finance Systems.” Dr. Baker will also discuss how the indicators in his new report
compare to those produced by other outlets, including the Education Trust, Urban Institute,
and Education Week. Finally, Dr. Baker will discuss how a newly developed indicator of funding
adequacy across and within states can serve to guide future federal aid programs.

3:30 – 4:15pm

How Medicaid and CHIP Can Support Student Success Through Schools
Candace Webb, MPH, Senior State Health Policy Analyst, Georgetown University Center for
Children and Families
Elisabeth Wright Burak, MPP, MSW, Senior Fellow, Georgetown University Center for Children and
Families

Education leaders are increasingly focused on the roles that physical and mental well-being play
in academic success. School district leaders can see first-hand what the research shows: healthy
children are more likely to attend school, read on grade level, and graduate from high school on
time. Medicaid, along with the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), provide health care
coverage to nearly 40% of school-aged children. They are crucial to keeping kids healthy and can
help pay for school-based health services. Schools are among the most efficient places to address
the health needs of children and their families. This session will provide an overview of Medicaid
and CHIP, highlighting some ways the programs can help schools in their efforts to support
student success.

4:15 – 5pm

AASA/ASBO International Advocacy Team Update
Noelle Ellerson Ng, Associate Executive Director, Policy & Advocacy, AASA
Chris Rogers, Policy Analyst, AASA
Elleka Yost, Government Affairs & Communications Manager, ASBO International

The AASA/ASBO International advocacy team will provide a brief update of the latest goings-on
with Congress and prep you for your day on the Hill. This session complements the talking points
and leave-behinds included in your conference folder.

5 – 5:30pm

OPTIONAL: State Attendee Planning Session

Regency BCD

5:30 – 6:30pm

Reception

Concord/Lexington/
Bunker Hill

TUESDAY, JULY 9
7:30 – 9am

Congressional Breakfast

Regency CD

Invited members of Congress and the Administration will share comments on education and their
priorities for the future.

9am – 5pm

Capitol Hill Day
Plan ahead to meet with your Congressional delegation in both the U.S. House of Representatives
and the U.S. Senate. Make sure they are aware of your district’s needs and understand your
priorities.
AASA/ASBO International Legislative Advocacy Conference Hill Day Contact Information

Should you need to contact AASA staff during your Hill visits, their information appears below.
The AASA legislative staff have iPhones and will be available through phone and email.
Capitol Hill cafeterias are located in the Dirksen Senate Office Building and the Rayburn House
Office Building. (Refer to Capitol Map for building location.)
Noelle Ellerson Ng | (703) 774-6935|nellerson@aasa.org|@Noellerson
Chris Rogers | (703) 203-3105|crogers@aasa.org|@CXRogers16
Elleka Yost | (703) 434-1642|eyost@asbointl.org|@ASBOUSA

6 – 7pm

AASA President’s Installation

Regency C

7 – 9pm

AASA President’s Reception

Thornton Room

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
7:30 – 10:30am

Closing Session

7:30 – 8:15am

Breakfast

8:15 – 9am

Stand Up and Be Counted: Census 2020 and Why It Matters for Schools
Lauren Camera, Reporter, U.S. News & World Report
Nora Gordon, Economist and Associate Professor, Georgetown University McCourt School of
Public Policy

Deborah Stein, Network Director, Partnership for America’s Children
Jheanelle Wilkins, Director of State and Local Government Affairs, Leadership Conference on Civil
and Human Rights

When it comes to being counted, the 2020 census is a critical exercise for our nation’s schools.
While census data is used to determine funding for federal programs like Medicare, Medicaid
Part B, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Section 8 housing, and more, it has a
particularly acute impact on education dollars. This session walks through the how and why of
the census, what it means for schools, and what school system leaders can and should do to
ensure their communities are accurately reflected in the census count.

9 – 9:45am

Civil Rights Enforcement at the U.S. Department of Education
Kenneth Marcus, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education

As a complement to the legislative work advanced by Congress, the U.S. Dept. of Ed. shapes
policy through regulations, guidance and technical assistance. This session highlights approaches
to enforcement, current trends and new case resolution methods.

9:45 – 10:30am

Immigration and Education: The Federal Policy Discussions That Will Impact Schools
Elizabeth Lower-Basch, Director, Income and Work Supports
Andrew Ujifusa, Reporter, Education Week
Corey Williams, Federal Lobbyist, National Education Association

As the federal government crafts immigration policy, some will have an impact on schools and
the communities they serve. This panel will focus on the most recent legislative and executive
actions that schools need to be aware of, including DACA protections, the DREAM Act, and
proposed changes to the public charge process.

Regency BCD

U.S. CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER

Legend
Accessible Entrance
Accessible Route

Bus Pick-Up

Visitor Services Shuttle

Bus Drop-Off

Fourth Street, NW

Circulator Bus Stop

Madison Drive NW

Fourth Street, SW

Jefferson Drive SW

CVC 17-021

Ma

ssa

chu

se t

ts A

ve n

ue

CAPITOL HILL MEETING TIPS
I. PREPARE BEFORE YOU GO:
a. Review your materials and ask AASA and ASBO International staff any questions you may have.
Refer to the issue briefs in your folder if you need any more background information.
b. Coordinate with others with whom you will be making visits. Outline who is going to play what role
in the meeting and what will be discussed.
c. Leave plenty of time to get to and around the Hill. A map is included.

II. DURING YOUR VISIT:
a. Introduce yourself, present a business card if you have one, clearly state where you are from and
that you are a constituent (if you are), and briefly describe your district.
b. Mention that you are attending a national conference sponsored by AASA and ASBO International —
policymakers need to understand this connection to be responsive to our national advocacy efforts.
c. Cover the following visit priorities:
i. Highlight successes from your district.
ii. Discuss other issues important to your district, including special education, career and technical
education, school nutrition, funding or vouchers.
d. Leave behind copies of the AASA tri-fold and/or ASBO International’s legislative brochure.
e. Thank them for their time and invite them to visit the schools in your district.

III. WHEN YOU GET HOME:
a. Email a short thank-you note to the staff you met with.
b. Follow up with any information that you promised at the meeting.
c. Continue the relationship with your members of Congress and their staff. Update them on your
district and invite them to visit when they are home.
d. Let AASA and ASBO International staff know how the meetings went.

THE MUST-HAVE MEMBERSHIP
THAT EMPOWERS SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIALS
Does your district have the tools it needs?
Support your SBO with membership here: asbointl.org/Join

BRING MEANING TO
THE WORD “ALL”
AASA’S MISSION STATEMENT ADVOCATES FOR
EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR ALL STUDENTS TO THE
HIGHEST QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION.
“In my district, our student-centered culture has yielded impressive
results. We have found that solid relationships, high expectations and a
relentless pursuit of equity are the foundation for school and district
success. AASA’s Children’s Programs Department shares that same
commitment to students and works to drive systemic change
and increase educational equity. Through its campaigns and
partnerships, AASA provides superintendents with resources
and support to refocus their district on student success.”

MICHAEL NELSON
Superintendent
Enumclaw School District 216
Enumclaw, WA

ENGAGE WITH AASA AND YOUR
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Visit AASA.ORG or call 703.528.0700 to take
advantage of everything AASA membership
has to offer you.
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