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Lessons from 2016

Key Findings – 2016 Election Overview
•

Democratic voters tended to be women, African American, Latino, Millennials, and
college-educated.

•

Republican voters tended to be men, white, Seniors, and white non-college educated.

•

Voters who said that terrorism and national security, the federal budget deficit, taxes,
or dysfunction in government were the issues deciding their vote, voted for Donald
Trump candidate.

•

Voters who said that the environment and climate change, education, prescription
drug costs, Social Security, and Medicare were the issues deciding their vote, voted for
Hillary Clinton candidate.

•

The economy and jobs continued to dominate the election landscape. Nearly onethird of voters said the economy and jobs (27 percent) were the most important
issues in deciding their vote. Healthcare, terrorism and national security, and
education round out the top tier of concerns (21 percent and 18 percent respectively),
followed by dysfunction in government (15 percent) and immigration (14 percent).
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Lessons from 2016
1.

Voters feel real anger and frustration with the status quo. They took great risks for
change. Change was the number one character trait.

2.

Women candidates have to be likeable as well as competent, while the same is not true
for male candidates. 2018 has become the year of the woman, and woman candidates’
biggest advantages are on education.

3.

Turnout and enthusiasm are important. Democrats have an advantage looking at
enthusiasm, but it is closing. There are 25 million missing RAE (Rising American
Electorate) voters for 2018.

4.

Having a strong economic message is critical. Democrats are behind on the economy.

5.

Racism and sexism mattered.

6.

People need a reason to vote for someone and not just against.
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Key Findings – Education Funding
•

Politics is becoming increasingly local. Local levels have an
increasingly large amount of power over social services.

•

Local funding for kids isn’t just for activities during the school
day. Early childhood, after school support, health and
prevention support are all areas where increased funding is
needed for all children.

•

You can raise revenue for children and youth much more
easily than for other social sectors.

•

Education issues are a major issue for voters at the state
level. Voters support teachers and want to increase teacher
pay, reduce closings, and invest in school infrastructure.
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Current Mood and
Political Context

Current Generic Congressional Ballot
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Trump remains 11 points net unfavorable.
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Our battleground poll pointed to significant levels of anxiety in the
national mood, as evidenced by a strong majority of Americans feeling
as though things in the country have gotten off on the wrong track.
However, intensity is lower than previous election years.
Do you feel things in the country are going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on the wrong track?

Wrong Track

70%
64%

Right Direction

69%

65%

Undecided

66%
59%

34%
28%
21%
8%

9%

21%
11%

3/20/2014

8/28/2014

12/11/2014

26%

26%

10%

8%

7%

5/7/2015

4/20/2016

3/8/2018
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LRP/Tarrance Group. Survey of 1,000 Registered Voters, March 4-8, 2018.

Chaos in the news is stuffing the agenda and making it hard for voters and
candidates to focus. A strong majority of voters follow news on the recent
discussion of gun control and school shootings after Parkland. Majorities also
pay close attention to stories on immigration reform and relations with North
Korea.
I am going to mention several news stories that have been in the news over the past few months. For each one, please tell me
if you have been following this story closely, somewhat, a little, or not al all.
Closely/somewhat

Closely

The school shooting at a high school in Parkland,
Florida

72

Efforts by Congress to reform our immigration system,
including how to deal with "dreamers," illegal
immigrants who were brought to America as minors
The conflict with North Korea over their attempts to
develop weapons
The ongoing investigation by the FBI and a special
counsel into Russian attempts to influence the outcome
of the 2016 Presidential election.
The ongoing discussion about discrimination and
harassment of women in the workplace

The opiod epidemic

56

88

53

88

50
47

37

94

79
77

75
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LRP/Tarrance Group. Survey of 1,000 Registered Voters, March 4-8, 2018.

A majority of voters are unfavorable to Congress as a whole,
but half approve of the job of their local congressperson.
Would you say you say that you have a favorable or
unfavorable impression about Congress as a whole?

Do you approve or disapprove of the job that your Member
of Congress is doing?

78
50
37
17

51

4
Favorable

Unfavorable

5

22

24

Unsure

Approve

Disapprove

13
Unsure
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LRP/Tarrance Group. Survey of 1,000 Registered Voters, March 4-8, 2018.

Democrats enjoy a wide advantage over the Republican Party and Trump in
health care and education. Republicans are perceived as better than Democrats
at draining the swamp, jobs and the economy, setting budget priorities, and
reducing the influence of special interests. Trump rates higher than both parties
on draining the swamp. Democrats are very competitive on taxes against both
Republicans and Trump.
Net

Better on education
Better on healthcare
Building a better future for our
children
Better for working families
On my side
Shares my values
Better on taxes
Better on jobs and the economy
Better on setting budget priorities
Reducing the influence of special
interests in Washington
Draining the swamp

D–R

+16
+12
+7
+6
+6
+2
0
-4
-4
-4
-16

Net

Better on education
Better on healthcare
Building a better future for our
children
Shares my values
Better for working families
On my side
Better on setting budget priorities
Better on taxes
Better on jobs and the economy
Reducing the influence of special
interests in Washington
Draining the swamp

D–T

+20
+17
+11
+11
+10
+7
+2
+1
-4
-4
-23
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Lake Research Partners survey on behalf of Our Story: The Hub for American Narratives/The Hub Project, August 2017

Democratic women have a huge advantage over
men on health care and education.
Who would do a better job handling this issue?

40
30
20

34

10
0
-10

-9

31

-11
-30

-20
-30
-40

Democratic Woman (when compared to a Republican Man)
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Open House Seats in 2018
•

•

•

Competitive seats include Republican districts that Clinton won in 2016,
Democratic districts that Trump won in 2016 or races that were within +5
points on either side. Currently, there are 23 Republican/Hillary seats and 12
Democrat/Trump seats up in 2018, and there are 55 total vulnerable seats.
There are 10 vulnerable Republican seats that Democrats have an
opportunity to pick up, while there are 6 vulnerable Democratic seats that
need to be defended:
Republican open seats include:
– Rodney Frelinghuysen (NJ-11) (Trump +0.9)
– Darrell Issa (CA-49) (Clinton +7.5)
– Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (FL-27) (Clinton +19.6)
– Dave Reichert (WA-08) (Clinton +3.0)
– Pat Meehan (PA-07) (Clinton +2.3)
– Frank LoBiondo (NJ-02) (Trump +4.6)
– Dave Trott (MI-11) (Trump +4.4)
– Ryan Costello (PA-06) (Clinton +9.3)**
– Ed Royce (CA-39) (Clinton +8.6)
– Martha McSally (AZ-02) (Clinton +4.9)

•

Democratic open seats include:
– Carol Shea-Porter (NH-01) (Trump +1.6)
– Ruben Kihuen (NV-04) (Clinton +4.9)
– Rick Nolan (MN-08) (Trump +15.6)
– Elizabeth Esty (CN-05) (Clinton +4.1)
– Tim Walz (MN-01) (Trump +14.9)
– Jacky Rosen (NV-03) (Trump+1.0)
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**Costello is retiring due to PA redistricting, which made his new district even more Democratic
Source: https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/04/the-2018-congressional-retirement-tracker/545723/

Competitive Senate Races in 2018
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The Electorate for
2018 and 2020

K-12 Education and teachers are playing a large role on the
2018 Campaign Trail
•

•

•

•

California Governor’s Race: K-12 education played an important role in the 2018
California gubernatorial primary. Gavin Newsom, California’s Democratic candidate for
Governor, saw his largest primary campaign donations from the California Teachers
Association and made investing in public education rather than charter schools a major
talking point.
Kentucky State Legislature: In Kentucky, at least 39 current and former teachers ran in
the primary election for their state legislature. This list includes Travis Brenda, a
Kentucky math teacher, who beat State House Majority Leader Jonathan Shell after he
proposed cutting teachers’ pension plans.
Oklahoma Teacher Walkout: On April 2, 2018 thousands of teachers walked out in
protest of a proposal state tax cuts in education spending, which pushed the average
state teacher salary to the 49th in the country. As a result, 10 of the 19 House
Republicans who voted against the tax bill to give teachers a raise are being challenged
by at least one teacher or school administrator in 2018 – some even had 3 or 4
educators challenging them in the primaries.
Arizona #RedForEd Campaign: Arizona Educators United started a grassroots campaign
for more education funding, including a 6-day teacher strike, for increased support staff
and a permanent salary structure. More recent they’ve been gathering signatures to
gained support for the Invest in Education Act ballot initiative, which if passed would
raise the income-tax rate to 8% on individuals making over $250,000 to invest in
education.
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Registered Democrats are more enthusiastic than registered
voters overall, but those margins are closing.
2018 Vote Enthusiasm - % “Very Enthusiastic”
30

30

27
23

24

24

27

24

23
21

18

18

19

21
19

19
14

Registered Voters

Sep-17

Nov-17

Registered Democrats

Dec-17

Jan-18

Feb-18

18

17

17

14

Registered Republicans

Mar-18

May-18
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CNN Poll. Survey of 901 Registered Voters, May 2-5, 2018.

Democrats are historically bad at midterm turnout, but that
seems to be headed for a change.
• Republican turnout has
been 6% higher than
Democratic turnout in
midterm elections when
Republicans have held
the White House,
compared to 17% higher
when Democrats are in
the White House.
• Recent special elections
and early voting point to
higher than usual
Democratic turnout in
2018, but also a surge in
Trump voters.
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Predicting 2018
Drop-off

The Rising American Electorate (RAE) consists of
unmarried women, African Americans, Latinos, Asian
American, Pacific Islanders, other people of color and
millennials.
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National Drop-Off
63.8% of drop-off voters are members of the Rising American Electorate.
• RAE Voter drop-off: Est. 25.4 million votes
• Non-RAE Voter drop-off: Est. 14.4 million votes
• Total drop-off: Est. 39.8 million votes

Distribution of Drop-Off Voters
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Lake Research Partners December 2017 report for the Voter Participation Center

National Drop-Off
• Unmarried Women Voter drop-off: 33.4% • Latino Voter drop-off: 36.5%
▪ Est. 4.6 million votes
▪ Est. 11.1 million votes
• Millennial Voter drop-off: 54.1%
• African American Voter drop-off: 30.3%
▪ Est. 17.2 million votes
▪ Est. 5.2 million votes
35,000,000

-11.1 M

-17.2 M

30,000,000
25,000,000

-5.2 M

20,000,000

-4.6 M

15,000,000
10,000,000
5,000,000
0

Unmarried women

Latinos

African Americans
2016

Lake Research Partners December 2017 report for the Voter Participation Center

2018

Millennials
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Public K-12 Education

Satisfaction with public schools in America has grown since
2016, making it the highest it’s been since 2012.
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Source: https://news.gallup.com/poll/1612/education.aspx

While there was a seismic political
shift in November, we are seeing
modest changes in the public’s policy
agenda for the new administration.
• Roughly three-quarters say that
defending the country from
terrorism (73%) should be top
priorities for Congress and the new
president. In a change from 2017,
education (72%) rose above the
economy (71%) as a top priority.
• Two-thirds or more prioritize
reducing health care costs (68%) and
protecting Social Security (67%) and
Medicare (66%).
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However, Americans overall disapprove of the way that this
administration is handling education.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling education?

58
40
57
39

2
Approve

Disapprove

Do not lean either way / Don't Know
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AP-NORC. Survey of 1,036 adults. April 20-23, 2017.

Specifically, voters disapprove of budget cuts to education in general,
especially when large and wealthy corporations and individuals also get
tax cuts, and when it negatively impacts students with disabilities and
low-income students.
Reactions to Specific Aspects of the Trump Education Budget
Total Unaccpetable
This budget cuts education funding by 13.5% while
cutting taxes fo large corporations and wealthy
individuals

57

This budget cuts programs and services for
students with disabilities

54

This budget takes away funding from public
schools that serve poor children, while increasing
funding for private school vouchers and the
explansion of charter schools

53

Thus budget cuts $7 million from programs to
support education of children and youth who are
homeless or have unstable housing

48

Very Unacceptable

73

80

76

74
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Hart Research Associates. Survey of registered voters online, June 3 – 5, 2017

Using public money to support private schools: People oppose publicly-funded
vouchers for private or religious schools, but that is even more prominent when
given definitions within the question as well as when it would hurt the funding of
the public school system that is already in place.
“Do you favor or oppose allowing students and parents to choose a private school to attend at public expense?”
(52% oppose; 39% favor)
Some say allowing public funds to go to any school would
improve public schools by making them more competitive;
others say this would hurt public schools by reducing their
funding. Given those views, which do you prefer?

67

Some people say public funds should be used only to pay for public
schools that offer tuition-free education for all students. Others
say parents should be able to direct some public funds to any
school their child attends, whether public, private, or religious.
This would cover the full cost of public school or the partial cost of
private or religious schools.

61
34

26
Public Schools Only

Voucher System

Public Schools Only

Voucher Option
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Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.

Support for Private School Vouchers

Using public money to
support private schools:
Support for vouchers for
private school is
strongest among
Republicans,
conservatives, especially
when told it can apply
to religious and charter
schools rather than just
private schools. People
of color and adults
making less than $100K
are those who did not
strongly oppose private
school vouchers.

Unfavorable
Total
Whites
People of Color
<$100k
$100k+
Christian
Non-Christian
Democrats
Republicans

Independents
Liberals
Moderates
Conservatives

Favorable

Use for
any
School

Public
School
Only

52

39

34

61

55
46

35
46

34
34

61
61

52
62

40
31

35
31

61
67

52
51

40
38

39
23

56
73

26

67

58

31

46
50

46
42

50

48

32

64

62
51
44

30
41
47

24

73

29

64

50

47

Q: On another subject, do you favor or oppose allowing students and parents to choose a private school to attend at public
expense?
Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.
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Using public money to pay for private school: Adults are in favor of
supporting school vouchers, but lose support when they are told it will
also reduce school choice for low-income families.
Would you favor oppose, or neither favor nor oppose…
Giving low income parents tax-funded
vouchers they can use to help pay for
tuition for their children to attend
private or religious schools of their
choice instead of public schools

*What if that meant the public schools
in your community would receive less
money…

*What if that meant that children from
less well-off families in your
community might not be able to attend
schools of their choice…

74
43

51
35

29

21
19

19

Favor

Oppose

21
Neither

Favor

19

12
Oppose

13

38

13

Oppose

Neither

3
Neither

Favor

31
*Split Sampled

AP-NORC. Survey of 1,036 adults. April 20-23, 2017.

Using public money to pay for private school: However,
people of color are more supportive of school voucher
systems than white adults.
Would you favor, oppose, or neither favor or oppose giving low-income parents tax-funded vouchers they can use to help pay
for tuition for their children to attend private or religious schools of their choice instead of public schools?
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AP-NORC. Survey of 1,036 adults. April 20-23, 2017.

Wrapping support around the children who need it most: Though a majority supports
access to wraparound services for children who cannot afford it (overwhelmingly so for
after-school programs), those that are in favor of seeking public funding to pay for them are
liberals (88%), Democrats (85%), and adults under 40, those who grade their local public
school with an “A” or “B,” those in urban communities, and those making less than $50K (all
around 80%).
Some public schools may offer something called wraparound services that are intended to give students support to succeed at school. Please tell
me if you think this is something public schools should or should not provide to students who don’t have access to the service somewhere else.

92

87

77

79

76

5

11

66

65

18

After-school
After School Mental Health Mental Health General Health General Health
Programs Programs should
Services
Services should
Services
Services should
not be provided
not be provided
not be provided

31
48
Dental

Dental health
services should
not be provided
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Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.

Measuring School Quality:
Women, Democrats, and liberals
are more likely to see helping
students learn interpersonal
skills (such as cooperation,
respect, problem solving, etc.) as
the most important factor in
school quality.
Liberals (84% important) view
having advanced academic
classes available to students as
the most/a very important way
to measure school quality. Latinx
(60%) and African American
(54%) adults are
disproportionately likely to view
standardized testing as
important to their child’s
education.

Most Important Factor in School Quality

Teach cooperation,
respect, problem solving
Technology and
engineering classes

36

82

25

82

Advanced academic
classes

14

Art and music classes

11

71

Extracurricular activities

8

70

Standardized test
performance

6

Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.

76

42
34

Grading the Public Schools: Forty-nine percent of adults overall give schools in
their community a grade of an “A” or “B” with 15% giving them an “A” grade,
which is the highest amount of “A’s” since the existence of this survey 50 years
ago. High-income parents as well as parents who are college graduates are
disproportionally likely to grade their community’s schools with an “A” or a “B.”
Subtitle
Rate an "A" or "B"

62

Parents/Schools in you communty
Non-parents/Schools in your communtiy
Parents' Child's School
School in your own community
Schools Nationally
Local Schools (10 most populated counties
Local Schools 11-40 most populated counties
Less populated counties
$100K or more
$100K or less

45
71
49
24

36
44
50
60
46

High-Income Parents
College grad parents

84
84
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Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.

Grading Public Schools:
Though people still view a lack
of funding as the top issue
facing public schools, fewer
believe it is the top problem
from 2009-2014 (where 34%
listed a lack of funding as the
top problem schools in their
community face). One-in-three
college graduates, Democrats,
liberals, and adults who make
over $100,000 view a lack of
funding as the largest problem
for schools in their
communities. Additionally,
those who grade schools in
their community with a lower
grade are more likely to view
funding as their school’s top
problem.

Biggest Problem Facing Schools in Your Community
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Lack of Funding

9

Standards

7

Lack of Good Teachers
Violence

6

Drugs

6

Biggest Problem Facing Schools in Your Community
(Lack of Funding)

"A" Rating

"B" Rating

20
26

"C" Rating

23

"D" Rating

23

Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.
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Who is responsible to make decisions about
underperforming schools?

Grading Public Schools: The
majority of adults want
decisions for what to do with a
school that has failing test
scores to be made at the local
level, especially parents (53%)
as well as liberals and
conservatives alike (both 52%).
Those who support giving
power to the governor are
primarily people of color, noncollege graduates, low-income
individuals, as well as adults
under 50. This difference is
especially notable across
income levels.

48

Local School District

32

State Education Agency

Governor

15

Who is responsible to make decisions about
underperforming schools? (Governor)

$100K or more

$50K or less

5

20
37

Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.

Valuing Diversity in Public Schools: Seventy percent of parents want diversity in public
schools, with 49% strongly wanting so. Aside from just believing it is important, half of the
respondents believe that diversity improves their child’s learning environment. In particular,
African Americans, Democrats, and liberals value diversity the highest, while there is not
much difference in opinion between gender, age, and income.
How important is it to you that the public schools in your community have a mix of students from different racial/ethnic
backgrounds? Is this extremely important, very important, somewhat important, not so important, or not important at all?
Not so/not at all important

22

All parents

25

White
Black
Latino
Democrats
Independents
Republicans
Liberals
Moderates
Conservatives
Northeast
Midwest
South
West

Extremely/very important

24

55
13

18

39

57

10

10
12

36

48

26
29

16
20

38

42
45
47

56

60

72
70

72

61
59
38

Langer Research Associates and PDK. Survey of 1,588 adults with oversamples of 297 African American adults, 289 Latino adults,
and 636 parents of school-aged children. May 4-21, 2017.
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