Tuesday, July 10
8 a.m.—5 p.m.
Regency Foyer

Registration Open

12:30—5:45 p.m.
Regency BCD

Opening Session

12:45—1:45 p.m.

All the News That’s Fit to Print: Reporting and Education News Coverage in Today's
Environment
Moderator: Maria Ferguson, Executive Director, Center on Education Policy
Sam Feist, Washington Bureau Chief and Senior Vice President, CNN
Alyson Klein, Assistant Editor, EdWeek
Elissa Nadworny, Reporter and Editor, NPR

Opening Remarks
Dan Domenech, Executive Director, AASA
Siobhán McMahon, Chief Operating Officer, ASBO International
Chris Gaines, President, AASA

The proliferation of a 24-hour news cycle and an ever-growing number of potential news sources
means we are inundated with information. This panel features reporters and news editors working
the beat every day, who will share their insight and perspective on what it is like to work in this
field today, what to expect in the near future, and what it means for education.
1:45—2:40 p.m.

Higher Education Act and Teacher Shortage
Joni Booth, Senior Client Development Consultant, Gallup
Tamara Hiler, Deputy Director of Education, Third Way
Stephen Kostyo, Policy Advisor, Learning Policy Institute
As districts face increasing difficulty recruiting teachers, administrators, and other educators,
Congress is considering reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. This panel will provide input
into the status of that process and a new bill’s impact on teacher preparation as well as related
research on recruiting and retaining teachers.

2:40—3:25 p.m.

Fiscal Policy in ESSA: Be on the Lookout
David DeSchryver, Senior Vice President, Whiteboard Advisors
Melissa Junge, Co-Founder, Federal Education Group
Sheara Krvaric, Co-Founder, Federal Education Group
The 2018-19 school year brings life to two fiscal policy provisions within ESSA: the school
expenditures reporting requirement and, potentially, new guidance on supplement, not supplant.
This session will outline what the policy will mean for schools and districts and what
superintendents and school business officials need to be on the look out for.

3:35—4:35 p.m.

School Segregation: Federal, State and Local Policy Solutions
Moderator: Andrew Ujifusa, Politics K12 Reporter, EdWeek
Traci Davis, Superintendent, Washoe County Schools
Sunil Mansukhani, Consultant, National Coalition on School Diversity
Halley Potter, Fellow, Century Foundation
Josh Starr, Chief Executive Officer, PDK International
Brown v Board of Education was decided over 60 years ago, yet our public schools remain highly
segregated by race and socio-economic status. This panel will feature a school leader who decided
to tackle racial integration at the local level and what she learned from her experience doing so in
two districts. Researchers will examine what districts and states are doing to change enrollment
patterns and how to go beyond demographics and provide teachers and students with culturally
relevant pedagogies and practices. Finally, there will be a discussion of the federal role in
promoting school diversity and reducing racial and economic isolation in K-12 schools.

4:35—5:05 p.m.

AASA/ASBO Advocacy Team Update
Leslie Finnan, Senior Legislative Analyst, AASA
Noelle Ellerson Ng, Associate Executive Director, Policy & Advocacy, AASA
Sasha Pudelski, Advocacy Director, AASA
Tom Wohlleber, CSRM, Vice President, ASBO International
AASA and ASBO International will provide advocacy tips and a brief overview of the hottest topics
on Capitol Hill, the ones you're most likely to hear about when you're on the Hill, and those that
we need Congress to pay attention to.

5:05 —5:30 p.m.

Meeting Prep/State Group Work

5:30—6:30 p.m.
Concord/
Lexington/Bunker
Hill

Reception

Wednesday, July 11
7:15—9 a.m.
Regency BC

Congressional Breakfast

10 a.m.—5 p.m.

Capitol Hill Day
Plan ahead to meet with your Congressional delegation in both the U.S. House of
Representatives and the U.S. Senate. Make sure they are aware of your district’s needs and
understand your priorities.

Invited members of Congress and the Administration will share comments on education and
their priorities for the future.

AASA/ASBO Legislative Advocacy Conference Hill Day Contact Information
Should you need to contact AASA staff during your Hill visits, their information appears below.
The AASA Legislative Staff have iPhones and will be available through phone and e-mail.
Capitol Hill cafeterias are located in the Dirksen Senate Office Building and the Rayburn House
Office Building. (Refer to Capitol Map for building location.)
Noelle Ellerson Ng
Leslie Finnan
Sasha Pudelski

(703) 774-6935—nellerson@aasa.org—@Noellerson
(703) 203-3105—lfinnan@aasa.org—@LeslieFinnan
(703) 774-6933—spudelski@aasa.org—@SPudelski

6—7 p.m.
Regency C

AASA President’s Installation

7—8 p.m.
Thornton Room

AASA President’s Reception

Thursday, July 12
7—10:30 a.m.
Regency BCD

Closing Session

7—8 a.m.

Breakfast

8—8:15 a.m.

Welcome and Recap
Leslie Finnan, Senior Legislative Analyst, AASA
Noelle Ellerson Ng, Associate Executive Director, Policy & Advocacy, AASA
Sasha Pudelski, Advocacy Director, AASA
Kick off the final day of the advocacy conference with a brief group recap of the latest
information from your Hill visits on Wednesday.

8:15—9:15 a.m.

E-Rate, School Connectivity and Schools
Reg Leichty, Founder and Partner, Foresight Law + Policy
Radha Sekar, Executive Director, USAC
E-Rate represents the fourth largest stream of federal support in public schools, and recent
changes at both the FCC and USAC have implications for the program and its leadership.
Hear from USAC Executive Director Radha Sekar and Foresight Law + Policy founder Reg
Leichty on what these changes mean for schools.

9:15—10 a.m.

2018 Elections and What It Means for Education
Celinda Lake, President, Lake Research Partners
The 2018 mid-term elections are just four months away. So close, yet so far! The outcomes
of these elections-at the local, state and federal level-will impact education, and Celinda Lake
will draw from her professional experience as a pollster, and the latest polling data, to share
insights about what might be shaking out as voters make their way to the ballot box.

Capitol Hill Complex Map

Capitol Hill Meeting Tips
I. Prepare before you go:
a. Review your materials and ask AASA and ASBO staff any questions
you may have. Refer to the issues briefs in your folder if you need any
more background information.
b. Coordinate with others with whom you will be making visits. Outline
who is going to play what role in the meeting and what will be
discussed.
c. Leave plenty of time to get to and around the Hill. A map is included
II. During your visit:
a. Introduce yourself, present a business card if you have one, clearly
state where you are from and that you are a constituent (if you are)
and briefly describe your district.
b. Mention that you are attending a national conference sponsored by
AASA and ASBO International–policymakers need to understand this
connection to be responsive to our national advocacy efforts.
c. Cover the following visit priorities:
i. Highlight successes from your district.
ii. Discuss other issues important to your district, including
special education, career and technical education, school
nutrition, replacing sequester, funding or vouchers
d. Leave behind copies of the AASA tri-fold and/or ASBO’s Legislative
Agenda Brochure.
e. Thank them for their time and invite them to visit the schools in
your district.
III. When you get home:
a. E-mail the staff you met with a short thank-you note.
b. Follow up with any information that you promised at the meeting.
c. Continue the relationship with your Members of Congress and their
staff. Update them on your district and invite them to visit when
they are home.
d. Let AASA and ASBO staff know how the meetings went.

A Special Thanks to Our
2018 Legislative
Advocacy Conference
Partner

